
April is National Poetry Month

By Kathryn Tatnall, Youth Services Librarian

Did you know that April 2021 is the 25th annual celebration of National Poetry Month?    
I have to confess in all my years working in a library, sixteen this year, I did not.              
I assumed that we had been celebrating poetry since I first fell in love with it in sixth 
grade. I spent my children’s elementary school years, about twenty of them, reading 
and putting together anthologies of favorite poems for school. The truth is in 1995 the 
Academy of American Poets along with a group of publishers, booksellers, librarians, 
literary organizations, poets and teachers convened to discuss the need to increase 
awareness and appreciation of poetry in the United States. Encouraged by the success 
of Black History Month and Women’s History Month, the group launched the first 
celebration in 1996. Today, through the Academy of American Poets at poets.org, you 
can learn all about the month’s celebration, find local events, and discover educational 
resources for classroom celebrations. You can find specific poets or browse your 
favorite style of poetry, and sign up to receive a poem a day in your inbox.

P o e t r y   i s   a n   a r t   f o r m   t h a t   p r e d a t e s   t h e   w r i t t e n   w o r d .   I t   w a s   s u n g   a s   h y m n s   a n d   
c h a n t s .     I t   w a s   u s e d   t o   r e m i n d   u s   o f   w h o   w e   a r e ,   w h e r e   w e   c o m e   f r o m ,   a n d   h o w   w e   
l i v e d .   T h e   e a r l i e s t   p o e m s   c a l l e d   “ e p i c s ”   w e r e   w r i t t e n   a b o u t   j o u r n e y s   a n d   a d v e r s i t y   
s u c h   a s   “ T h e   E p i c   o f   G i l g a m e s h ”   a n d   “ T h e   O d y s s e y ” . 

  M o d e r n   p o e t r y   i n c l u d e s   s o   m a n y   t y p e s   o f   p o e t r y   i n c l u d i n g ;   f r e e   v e r s e ,   s o n n e t s ,   l y r i c ,   
o d e s ,   o r   h a i k u .   T h e r e   i s   s o m e t h i n g   f o r   e v e r y o n e .   O n e   o f   m y   f a v o r i t e   p o e t s   i s   E m i l y   
D i c k i n s o n .   S h e   i s   a n   A m e r i c a n   p o e t   w h o   w a s   b o r n   i n   A m h e r s t ,   M a s s a c h u s e t t s .   A f t e r   
h e r   d e a t h   h e r   f a m i l y   f o u n d   f o r t y   h a n d - b o u n d   v o l u m e s   o f   p o e t r y   t o t a l i n g   a l m o s t   1 8 0 0   
p o e m s .   H e r   f i r s t   b o o k   w a s   p u b l i s h e d   i n   1 8 9 0 ,   f o u r   y e a r s   a f t e r   h e r   d e a t h .   “ H o p e   i s   a   
T h i n g   w i t h   F e a t h e r s ”   i s   o n e   o f   h e r   p o e m s   t h a t   a l w a y s   b r i g h t e n s   m y   d a y . 

                                                                          H o p e   i s   a   t h i n g   w i t h   f e a t h e r s 
                                                                          T h a t   p e r c h e s   i n   t h e   s o u l , 
                                                                          A n d   s i n g s   t h e   t u n e   w i t h o u t   w o r d s , 
                                                                          A n d   n e v e r   s t o p s   a t   a l l , 

                                                                          A n d   s w e e t e s t   i n   t h e   g a l e   i s   h e a r d ; 
                                                                          A n d   s o r e   m u s t   b e   t h e   s t o r m 
                                                                          T h a t   c o u l d   a b a s h   t h e   l i t t l e   b i r d 
                                                                          T h a t   k e p t   s o   m a n y   w a r m . 

                                                                          I   h e a r d   i t   i n   t h e   c h i l l e s t   l a n d , 
                                                                          A n d   o n   t h e   s t r a n g e s t   s e a ; 
                                                                          Y e t   n e v e r   i n   e x t r e m i t y , 
                                                                          I t   a s k e d   a   c r u m b   o f   m e . 



P o e t r y   f o r   c h i l d r e n   c o m e s   i n   a l l   d i f f e r e n t   s t y l e s   a n d   a   m i x   o f   p e r i o d s   o r   m o v e m e n t s .   
C l a s s i c   a n t h o l o g i e s   f o r   c h i l d r e n   a r e   f i l l e d   w i t h   R o b e r t   F r o s t ,   E m i l y   B a r r e t t   B r o w n i n g ,   
a n d   S a m u e l   T a y l o r   C o l e r i d g e .   T h o s e   a r e   t h e   p o e t s   w h o   f i l l e d   m y   c h i l d h o o d   b u t   m y   
k i d s   g r e w   u p   o n   S h e l   S i l v e r s t e i n   a n d   J a c k   P r e l u t s k y .   B o t h   p o e t s   w r i t e   a b o u t   t h e   w o r l d 
f r o m   a   c h i l d ’ s   p o i n t   o f   v i e w   w h i c h   i s   u s u a l l y   i n c r e d i b l y   f u n n y   a n d   s o m e t i m e s   v e r y   
p o i g n a n t .   F a l l i n g   U p   a n d   A   L i g h t   i n   t h e   A t t i c   a r e   t w o   o f   m y   f a v o r i t e   b o o k s   i n   t h e   S h e l   
S i l v e r s t e i n   c o l l e c t i o n .   J a c k   P r e l u t s k y ’ s   A   P i z z a   a s   B i g   a s   t h e   S u n   a n d   I t ’ s   R a i n i n g   
P i g s   a n d   N o o d l e s   a r e   s u r e   t o   b r i n g   a   s m i l e   t o   y o u r   f a c e . 

C e l e b r a t e   N a t i o n a l   P o e t r y   m o n t h   w i t h   u s   b y   c h e c k i n g   o u t   a l l   t h e   w o n d e r f u l   p o e t r y   
b o o k s   w e   h a v e   h e r e   a t   t h e   l i b r a r y ,   w i t h   s o   m u c h   t o   c h o o s e   f r o m   w e   a r e   s u r e   t o   h a v e   
s o m e t h i n g   y o u   w i l l   e n j o y . 

  




